Title

Abstract

Conservation value of NSW Travelling Stock Reserves (TSRs)

The “Linear Reserves - Managing Travelling Stock Reserves For Sustainable
Conservation Outcomes” project was funded by the NSW Environmental Trust and
delivered by Local Land Services. A key component of the project was the creation of a
statewide dataset of conservation values on TSRs to assist public land managers with
their asset management. This dataset is a compilation of ‘best available’ information
from new and historical assessments of TSRs. Each TSR has been assigned High,
Medium and Low conservation value and is contained in the field ‘BIOCVFINAL'.
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Lineage

The data layer was created from a variety of input data sets, with the base data set being a
layer of TSRs provided by Crown Lands NSW. It is noted that this layer contains some
duplicate polygons for a small number of TSRs. This is a known issue and is being rectified
by Crown Lands NSW.

To create this conservation value compilation data set data was joined using a variety of
methods, with the method chosen based on the data format and type. For point data sets an
initial ‘Select by Location’ command was run to identify those points that intersected directly
with a TSR. A 25 m buffer was applied to ensure small inaccuracies in GPS data were
accounted for. A second pass, using a ‘Table Join’ command, was then completed on TSR
Name.

For polygon data sets a ‘Union’ was completed to incorporate each individual polygon data
set into the final layer. In some cases additional TSRs were identified than mapped in the
layer provided for the project by LLS. The use of a Union command added these additional
TSRs to the overall layer, ensuring no data was lost during the analysis. This resulted in
additional TSRs being added to the original layer provided by LLS.

For those layers provided in hard copy each TSR was identified and the conservation value
assigned manually by attributing the TSR polygon.

In many cases when data sets were combined several assessments of conservation value
were allocated to a single TSR. In these cases the highest conservation value allocated
across all of the different assessments was selected for the TSR. The final conservation
value allocated is stored in the BIOCVFINAL field.
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Some overlapping polygons (TSRs) occur in the layer. This is a known issue with TSRs in
NSW and is being rectified by Crown Lands NSW. Once rectified this layer will also be
updated.
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